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March 10, 1997
NEW CULTURE OF THE BODY TOPIC OF UM LECTURE
MISSOULA A Princeton University professor known for her work as a feminist anthropologist will help
mark W omen's History Month in an evening lecture at The University of Montana Thursday, March
13.
Emily Martin will examine “The New Culture o f the Body: Gender, Science and Work in Late
Twentieth-Century America" in the seventh installment o f the 1996-97 President’s Lecture Series. The
free, public lecture begins at 8 p.m. in the Montana Theatre in UM’s Performing Arts and
Radio/Television Center. UM ’s Women's Studies Program also will host an informal discussion with
Martin from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Friday, March 14, in the law school’s Pope Room.
Martin is best known for her lively and provocative book, “The Woman in the Body: A Cultural
Analysis o f Reproduction," says G.G. Weix, an assistant professor of anthropology who uses the
famous anthropologist’s work in her UM classes.
“It’s absolutely a groundbreaking study,’’ Weix said o f the book. “What she does is contrast
metaphors in science and medicine with what women actually say about their bodily experiences.’’
Martin began her career as an ethnographer of Taiwanese society, but switched her focus to
American culture in the late 1980s, Weix said. More recently, Martin has researched the immune
system and AIDS in America. In 1994, she published her most recent book, “Flexible Bodies: Tracking
Immunity in American Culture from the Days of Polio to the Age of AIDS.”
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“She’s one of the few anthropologists who really studies what ordinary people are saying,”
Weix said. “Her work is incisive, humorous and compassionate. She holds a mirror up to show our
daily lives and the ways language does and does not reflect our experiences.”
Martin's other academic interests include anthropology of science, political economy o f health,
religion, ideology and politics.
After earning her doctorate from Cornell University in 1971, Martin taught at the University of
California. Irvine, and Yale and Johns Hopkins universities before joining the anthropology faculty at
Princeton. She has held Fulbright-Hayes and Fulbright Faculty Research Abroad fellowships and a
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for Independent Study and Research. Martin is
president of the American Ethnological Society.
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